Hyperthyroidism with potent thyroid-stimulation-blocking antibodies and negative thyroid-stimulating antibodies after subtotal thyroidectomy for Graves' disease with follicular thyroid carcinoma.
A 39-year-old woman with Graves' disease associated with follicular thyroid carcinoma underwent subtotal thyroidectomy. TSH-binding inhibitor immunoglobulins (TBII) were positive, whereas thyroid-stimulating antibodies (TSAb) and thyroid-stimulation-blocking antibodies (TSBAb) were both negative before the operation. After the operation, TBII markedly increased above the pretreatment value. TSBAb became positive 3 months after the operation and then their activity increased, while TSAb remained negative after the operation. Subtotal thyroidectomy may have influenced the development of TSBAb in this patient. Irrespective of these findings, the patient became hyperthyroid again several months after the operation.